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bility for salvage operations all landing grounds east of
it belong to Iraq, and all landing grounds to the west
of it to Egypt. This meant that if an aeroplane were
forced to come down with some mechanical defect that
was incapable of repair by the crew, and the place at
which it forced-landed was, for example, west of L.G. R,
then the Royal Air Force Headquarters at Cairo would
be responsible for despatching a relief aeroplane to go
and help the lame duck; and similar arrangements from
Baghdad applied to forced landings east ofL.G. R. This
zonal division did not always apply absolutely rigidly;
and by the nature of the circumstances there was a certain
amount of give and take between the two Air Commands
in Egypt and Iraq, This piece of organization, however,
did ensure that an aeroplane which signalled for help
was never left out in the Blue through a misunderstand-
ing as to the person who was supposed to be looking
after it.
At the end of 1922 and the beginning of 1923 other
car convoys went out from each end and re-marked the
track, straightening it out and improving it in places,
and reploughing the furrow. The plough track is &ow
complete along the whole route. The winter rains
were apt to obliterate the track in places, so periodical
re-marking was necessary. One of the Air Mail pilots'
tasks was to report on the visibility of the track when
they flew over it. Aeroplanes again co-operated with
the cars and made many of the subsequent improvements
possible. The officer in charge of the car convoy
would himself go into the air at intervals and review
his handiwork. These car parties had many hardships
to endure, and sometimes manual labour such as would
daunt a navvy. Cars would become bogged in soft

